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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Royal Address

of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,
as His Majesty the King's Representative,
on the Occasion
of the Presentation Ceremony
of the Prince Mahidol Awards for the Year 2019
at the Chakri Throne Hall
30" January, B.E. 2563 (A.D. 2020)
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His Majesty the King has graciously designated me as his Representative today
to preside over the Presentation Ceremony of the Prince Mahidol Awards for the Year
2019. I wish to thank the Board of Trustees and express my deep appreciation to all
those who have given themselves to the task of making the Awards the success that it
is, thereby honouring the memory of His Royal Highness Prince Mahidol of Songkla and
raising awareness of the international acclaim given to his legacies.

Studies and research aimed at delivering the prevention and treatment of
the various diseases, are not easy to accomplish. ~ Success and discoveries do not simply
occur by chance or by coincidence because they are no less than the fruits of labour of
individuals who devote themselves to the task with resolute commitment, perseverance
and deep rooted compassion towards their fellow men. Although such studies and
research may limit their focus on specific aspects of the diseases being investigated, or,
on specific situations of the localities where epidemic outbreaks occurred, these studies
and research can nonetheless serve as the basis for obtaining a needed success in
the future development of solutions and process to prevent and treat diseases.  Quite
evidently, these considerations are so true of the case of research conducted on the
life cycle of Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) by Professor Dr. Ralf F.W. Bartenschlager, whose
findings are regarded as the essential launchpad for the development of effective



antivirals which underpin the treatment for HCV-infected patients worldwide.
Similarly, such was also the case of the research focused on the treatment of
trachoma in Gambia and Tanzania undertaken by Professor David Mabey, whose
invaluable work subsequently served as the basis of the Trachoma Eradication
policy adopted by the W.H.O., a policy which holds considerable promise of
yielding the desired result in the near future. 1 have therefore the greatest pleasure
in extending my sincere felicitations to our two distinguished Laureates for their
great success and for their unwavering dedication contributing greatly not only to
the advancement of medical science and public health, but also to the greater

well-being of mankind as a whole.

In the name of His Majesty the King, I wish each and everyone of you who are
here gathered at this Ceremony happiness, success and prosperity for always.



